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previous to the draft law from transferring or sub-letting such rights
to a Coloured person. A law should have effect from the date of
the draft, but according to this section the draft law will be retro-
active.
The last objection is to the provision in Section 128 for the
removal of Coloured persons from the mining areas, proclaimed
as such, to Locations. If carried, the section will make it impossible
for a large majority of British Indians to continue in the country.
In this connection, my Association begs to remind the Government
that the Indians are a cultured people, with trading and other
interests sufficiently large to warrant the statement that the segre-
gation of the community in Locations will result in its utter ruin as
it will be unable to protect those interests in Bazaars, Locations
or Compounds.
My Association further reminds the Government that the majo-
rity of British Indians domiciled in the Transvaal live in mining
areas. My Association therefore trusts that the clauses complained
of will be withdrawn by the Government or will be so amended as
to give the desired relief to the British Indian community residing
in the Transvaal.
WHAT Is VOLUNTARY [REGISTRATION]?
Some Indians are still in a quandary about voluntary and compul-
sory [registration], with the Permit Office adding to their confusion. A
correspondent informs us that officials insist on 18 digit-impressions. My
advice to everyone concerned is, "Give them". Since the giving of
finger-impressions is voluntary, I see nothing wrong in doing so. But
those, whose objections-are genuine need not. They can* still refuse. When
the giving of finger-impressions was compulsory, anyone refusing to do
so would have been liable to prosecution. Now that it is voluntary,
one need not be concerned if the official refuses to entertain one's appli-
cation. Those who object to the finger-impressions need not give them,
regardless of what the officials say. It is our duty to apply for registra-
tion of our own accord. If difficulties are created in the performance
of that duty, we cannot then be brought within the scope of the law.
Only those who supply wrong information or those whose permits are
not valid will have reason for fear. The fear, moreover, will only be
of being refused permits, for they will not be prosecuted. The best
course for anyone who objects to finger-impressions is to refuse to give
them and then inform the Secretary of the Association. Having done
so, he may set his mind at rest. But he must not panic and go back to
offer his finger-impressions. Only those who feel that the satya-
graha campaign has transformed them from lambs into Eons can lay
claim to success.
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